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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



rlQ 




1. ^~pritttei?-adapted"'to be connected to a host device and to receive 
stream from said host device, said printing apparatus comprising: 

a receiver for receiving the data stream including a firsJxJommand type and a 
second command type to control the printing apparatus* 

a first processing section responsive to cormaiands of said first command type 
for executing a first process in accordance wi£n any command of the first command 
type included in said data stream; and 

a second processing section responsive to commands of said second command 
type for executing a second process in accordance with any command of the second 
command type included in said data stream, said second processing section 
executing said second process in preference to said first processing section 
performing said first process; 

^} an indication device indicating either an enabled or a disabled state, and 

setting meang for setting the state indicated by said indication device, 

wherein said second processing section is responsive to said indication device 
to perform sai(y second process only if said indication device indicates said enabled 
state. 



2. The /printer according to claim 1, wherein said setting means comprises 
20 commana detection means for detecting a predetermined command in the data 
stream received by said receiver. 



25 



3. /The printer according to claim 2, wherein said indication device comprises a 
flag rfiemory and said predetermined command includes a disabling command, said 
setting means being responsive to said disabling command for setting a flag in said 
flag/memory to said disabled state. 



Thej)^^ said indication device comprises a 

fla^-memory and said predetermined command includes an enabling command, said 
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•setting means being responsive to said~enabling-comm 
flag memory to said enabled state. 

5. The printer according to claim 3, further comprising^a counter for counting 
an elapsed time from the moment said receiver ^r^ceives said predetermined 
command, wherein said setting means is responsive to said counter for setting the 
state indicated by said indication device to^aid enabled state when said elapsed 
time exceeds a predetermined time. 




6. The printer according to claifh 3, further comprising a counter for counting a 
length of a data stream received by said receiver from the moment said receiver 
0 receives said predetermined/command, wherein said setting means is responsive to 
said counter for setting the state indicated by said indication device to said enabled 
state when said counteir has counted a predetermined length. 

The printer afccording to claim 6, wherein said disabling command comprises 
parameter designating said predetermined length. 

8. The printer according to claim 2, wherein said indication device comprises a 
flag memory and said predetermined command includes an enabling/disabling 
command/said setting means being responsive to said enabling/disabling command 
for setting one or more flags in said flag memory to said first/second state, said 
enabling/disabling command having at least two parameters, one parameter 
designating one or more commands of said second command type and another 
parameter for setting for each designated command a respective flag in said flag 
memory to said enabled or said disabled state. 



9. J The printer according to claim 2, wherein said predetermined command is of 
saidl first command type comprising\a parameter in the form of a stream of non- 
coded data and said setting means is responsive to said command detection means 
detecting said predetermined comiprand for setting the state of said indication 
device to said disabl^d^state. 
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* 10. ThepKnl^^ for 
detecting the end of said stream of non-coded data, wherein said setting meai 
responsive to said data end detector for changing the state of said indipa^tion device 
to said enabled state. 




11. The printer according to claim 10, further comprising; 

a status information memory for storing status information indicative of 
reception of said predetermined command, aj 

status information sending meai 

wherein said command detection means is adapted to detecting a second 
predetermined command in the/data stream received by said receiver, said status 
information sending means ybeing responsive to said command detection means 
detecting said second predetermined command for sending said status information 
to said host device. 



12. The printer according to claim 11, wherein at least said first and said second 
processing sections and said setting means are implemented by a program- 
controlled microprocessor. 

13. A me/hod of controlling a printer connected to a host device comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving a data stream from said host device, the data stream including 
commands of a first command type and a second command type to control the 
print/ng apparatus; 

(b) detecting a predetermined command among in^the data stream received in 
steb (a) and disabling or enabling execution of one or more commands of said second 
co/nmand type in response to said predetermined command; 

carrytng^out a first process in response ty a command of said first 
)mmand type receive ain step (a); and 
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^d) carrying out a second~process-in-response~to-a-CQ mmand of^ aid second 
command type received in step (a), in preference to said step (c), when execi^tkfnof 
the command of said second command type is enabled in step (b). 



14. The method according to claim 13, wherein step £b) comprises disabling 
5 execution of commands of said second command > /£ype in response to said 

predetermined command. 

15. The method according to claim 13, /^herein step (b) comprises enabling 
execution of commands of said seconeT command type in response to said 
predetermined command. 



ylO 16. The method according to claim 13, wherein said predetermined command is a 
command of said first command type comprising a parameter in the form of a 
stream of non-coded data and^step (b) comprises disabling execution of commands of 
said second command type/in response to said predetermined command. 

^17. The method according to claim 16, further comprising the steps of, 

(e) detecting the end of said stream of image data, and 

(f) enabline/execution of commands of said second command type in response 
to the detection /n step (e). 




18. The method according to claim 16 further comprising the steps of: 

(g) counting an elapsed time from the moment said predetermined command 
20 is detected in step (b), and 

(K) enabling execution of commands of said second command type when the 
elapsed time counted in step (g) exceeds a predetermined time. 



25 



19. / The method according to claim 16 further comprising the steps of: 



(i) count ing a length o f a data stream received in step (a) from the moment 
Predetermined command is Tctetocted in step (b), and 
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iX-enablgjig ^xocrution of command s of said s c coneLcom m and^rbyfie^^^^he 
misted m step (1) exceeds a precfetgj^ mtrdTS x^ 



20. The method accorclirfg to claim 19, further comprising the steps of: 

(k) storing/Status information indicating that said predetermined command 
was detected^-m step (b), 

(l^aetecting a second predetermined command in the data stream received in 
step/(a), and 

(m) sending said status information to the host device in response to the 

21. A method of controlling an information processing device for sending a dat£ 
stream of commands to a printer so as to control the printer, said^nethod 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) sending a command of a first command type to saidja^inter , in response to 
a request from said host device, and 

(b) sending a command of a second commarj^T type, different from said first 
command type to said printer, 

when the command of said first command type is a first predetermined 
command for transmitting image d^bta N tp^aid printer, 

(c) sending a second predetdri^&fcLadycommand to said printer so as to disable 
execution of a command sent in step (b), and 

(d) sending the first predetermined command. 

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein step (a) further comprises 

(e) sending a third predetermined command to said printer so as to enable 
execution of a command sent in step (b). 



23. The method/according to claim 22, wherein step (c) comprises: 
(f) sending said second predetermined command, 
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(g) sending a fourth predetermined command, 

(h) receiving status information from said printer] in response to the fourth 
predetermined command, and 

(i) verifying from the status information received in step (h) whether or not 
said second predetermined command is correctly revived by the printer, 



wherein step (d) is performed orAyyii 
predetermined command is correctly receive 



step (i) reveals that said second 
d by the printer. 



24. The method according to cjdjm 23, wherein step (a) further comprises: 

(j) determining whether the amount of said image data to be transmitted by 
LO said first predetermined command exceeds a predtermined amount, and, if so, 

(k) dividing saicl first predetermined command into a plurality of like 
commands each for transmitting a respective part of said image data, 

CO (1) performing steps (c) and (d) for each of said like commands, and 

;L (m) sending a command of said second command type, after step (d) is 

WL5 performed for one of said like commands and prior to step(c) being performed for a 
r§ subsequent saiu like command. 




25. An information proc essing-a pparatus adapted to send a data stre am to a 

printer, said data stream composed of command and^dataTTbr controlling said 
printer, said apparatus comprising a i^int^r^river^ configured to perform the 
method according to claim 23. 

6. A machine readable storage medium storing a computer program which when 
executed in an^information processing apparatus adapted to send a data stream to a 
printer, performs a method as claimed in claim 21. 



27. /A machine-readable storage medium storing a computer program which 
25 wljen executed in a printer, the printer being connected to a host device, performs a 

Jaim 
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